THE MAN WHICH.
In the November issue of Anglia p. 507 ff. Mr. Bögholm calls attention to the fact that occasionally the Relative which has for its antecedent a noun denoting a person. This is perfectly true; but I may be permitted to say that I pointed out this fact more than 15 years ago. In the September instalment 1899 of "De Drie Talen" page 133, I wrote: "I cannot remember that any grammarian makes mention of the fact, that the relative pronoun which is occasionally used in reference to persons. Still, such is the case. I subjoin a couple of examples in which the word man is its antecedent. Which is evidently used here became man signifies the qualities, the characteristics, the virtues and vices that make up the man": He is exactly the man which such an education was most likely to form. A. Trollope. The Warden. Tauchn. 20. He was not the man which the Jupiter (a news paper) had described him to be.
(Ibid 111.) -At the time, these were the only instances I could produce. I am now in a position to supply a few more:
One of the greatest scoundrels on earth since accursed Judas, which he certainly did look rather like. Dickens. A Tale of two Cities. Household Ed. 34. a.
Even to -morrow we shall not be just those persons which me were. The last example differs from the others in indicating, not the characteristics which make up the persons, but the persons themselves. As such it must be considered äs an idiom no longer current in our day, whereas the others are perfectly good English even now.
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